
City of Lewes Comprehensive Plan 

Background:  Delaware municipalities are required to prepare Comprehensive Plans to guide their 

actions for the next decade.  Comprehensive Plans have the force of law.  Lewes’ most recent plan was 

certified by the state in 2017.  The next plan is to be submitted and approved in 2027, i.e., the 2027 

Comprehensive Plan.  The City retained the consulting firm Michael Baker Inc. (MBI) to draft the plan.  

The Lewes Planning Commission (LPC) is the lead.   

The Office of State Planning Coordination (OSPC) has a checklist to guide Plan development, but the list 

has yet to be updated with the new requirement to include Resiliency and Climate Change.  The old 

checklist is attached, highlighted with areas applicable to the BPW. 

The LPC envisions that the Plan will have 10 chapters (subject to change).  Two chapters will require BPW 

contribution:  Resiliency & Climate Change; and Infrastructure & Utilities.  The chapter on Land Use, 

Growth & Annexation may also benefit from BPW feedback. 

 

INITIAL DRAFT OUTLINE FOR (BPW-RELEVANT) COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHAPTERS 

Chapter: Resilience & Climate Change 

• LPC Lead: Rich Innes 

Potential Stakeholders 

• Implementers: BPW; Lewes Fire Department; Sussex County Emergency Operations 

• Technical Experts: DNREC (Coastal Programs); FEMA Region III; USACE; University of 

Delaware; Sea Grant; EERC 

• Community / NGO: Nature Conservancy; Sussex Conservation District 

Potential Topics 

• Heat Vulnerability & Urban Heat Island 

• Stormwater Management & Green Infrastructure 

• Coastal Erosion & Shoreline Stabilization 

• Floodplain Management & Buyouts 

• Climate Adaptation Policy & Resilience Planning 

• Critical Infrastructure Resilience (roads, utilities) 

• Nature-Based Solutions (living shorelines, wetlands restoration)  

 

 



Chapter: Infrastructure & Utilities 

• LPC Lead: Barbara Curtis 

Potential Stakeholders 

• Implementers: BPW; Sussex County Engineering 

• Utilities / Private Sector: Delmarva Power; telecom providers (Verizon, Comcast) 

• Technical Experts: DNREC 

• Policy: Delaware Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) 

Potential Topics 

• Stormwater & Drainage Infrastructure 

• Waste Management & Recycling Systems 

• Broadband / Digital Infrastructure 

• Utility Undergrounding 

• Renewable Energy Integration (solar, microgrids) 

• Water Supply Resilience (aquifer protection) 

• Backup Power & Energy Reliability  

 

(?) Chapter: Land Use, Growth & Annexation (??) 

Potential Stakeholders 

• Implementers: Sussex County Planning & Zoning 

• Policy: Office of State Planning Coordination 

• Private Sector: developers; large landowners 

• Community / Agriculture: Farm Bureau; agricultural stakeholders 

Potential Topics 

• Growth Boundaries & Phasing 

• Climate-Informed Land Use Planning 

• Infill Development & Redevelopment 

• Mixed-Use Development 

• Density & Zoning Flexibility 

• Annexation Strategy 

• Agricultural Preservation  



 



 

QUESTION:  How can the BPW best contribute to development of the Lewes Comprehensive 

Plan?   

Options include: 

1. Leave it to BPW staff, in coordination with Barbara 

2. Form an ad hoc committee to advise and work with Barbara 

3. Consult with the Board at all meetings 

4. All the above 

5. Other ideas? 

 

 


